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The Tenour of the Oath of the Church- 


| wardens and Side-men of every Pariſh. 


* 0 ſhall well and faithfully axecute 
the Office of Church-wardens ( or 
Side- men) in 24 Naik of N. and true 
Preſentment make of ſuch Defaults and 
Offences, as you know or believe to be en- 
_ by the Laws Ecclefuaſtical of thu 

an 


So God you help. 


Articles of Enquiry within the Arch- 


Deaconry of LeicesTE. 


I. 


Concerning Churches, and their Poſſeſſions, with the Furniture and Or- 
name nta, thereunto belonging. 


D your Church oꝛ Chappel with the Chancel 
and Steeple thcreof in god and ſufficient repair 
both within and without ? 

2, Are all things therein cleanly kept, fre 
from anything that may be noiſom oꝛ unſcemly? 
3. Math any part thereof ben demoliſhed 02 
pulled down ? Have any of the Bells, Lead, 
Timber, 02 utenfils, heretofoze belonging to 

the ſame, been imbezelled, 02 converted to pꝛivate uſes during, oz 

ſinte the late Mar? 

4. Have you in pour Church oꝛ Chappel, a large Bible ofthe laſt 
Tranſlation, the Bok of Common Pꝛaper latelp eſtabliſhed, the 
Bok of Bomilics allowed by Authozity, the Table of Degrees 
wherein arriages are pꝛohibited, as allo a Regiſter Bok in Parch- 
ment, foꝛ Chztcnings, Barriages, and Burials ; and is theſame 
kept in all points as is required? Have you a Paper-Bok to retoꝛd 
the Names, Sirnames and Licenſes of ſuch ſtrangers as are ad- 
mitted to Preach in your Church oz Chappel, and do ſuch ſtrangers 
ſubſcribe their Names thereuntso ? 

5. Have you a Font of ſtone ſtanding in the uſual place foz Publick 
Baptiſm, and doth your Miniſter therein only Baptize Publickly ? 

6. Habt vou a decent Communion Table wich a Carpet, and ano- 
ther covering of white linnen to be ſyꝛead thereon, at the time of Ad⸗ 
miniſtration of che 1. 02d5 Supper ? What Cup, Chalice, Paticn o: 
Flagons have r ou belonging to that Service? 

7. Yave pou a convenient Scat oꝛ Pew foꝛ your Piniſter to read 
Service in, a comcly Pulpit ſet in a convenient place to Pꝛeach the 


Moꝛd in, with a decent Cloth o: Cuſt ion foz the ſame ? Have you 
. a 5 


— 


Articles. 


— large Surplice foꝛ the uſe of pour Piniſter in his publick Admini⸗ 
ations, 

8. Have pou a Bok foꝛ the Church-wardens accounts, a Bor fo2 
the alms foꝛ the Poꝛ, a ſtrong Cheſt with Locks and Keys where- 
in may be ſafely kept the Plate, Ucfſels, Carpets, Ucſtments, and 
Boks belonging to the Church, and have you a Bier with a Herſe⸗ 
cloth foꝛ decent Burial of the dead? 

9. Js there any ftrife oz contention among any of your Pariſh 
about the Pews 62 Scats in your Church oz Chappel ? Yave any 
new Pews 02 Ponuments been crected there without Licenſe, oꝛ any 
old Ponuments oꝛ Oꝛnaments of your Church oꝛ Chappel been de⸗ 
faced contrary to Law, and by whom ? $4 

10, Is pour Church-Pard well and ſufficiently fenced, and decent- 
ly kept without abuſe o2 nuſances > Yave any encroachedupon the 
ground thereof ; 02 cut down any trees growing therein, unleſs foz 
neceſſary reparation of the Church oꝛ Chappel-? 

11. Have you in your Pariſh a Youſe foꝛ your Miniſter to dwell 
in? Is the ſame, with the out-houſes thereunto belonging, in god 
and ſufficient repair? Have any of them been defaced oꝛ pulled down 
without licenſe ? 

12. Yave you a true perfea Terriar of all the Glebe-lands and 
Tenements belonging to pour Parſonage oꝛ Uicarage, taken by the 
view of pour iniſter, and other honeſt men of your Pariſh ? As alſo 
a note of ſuch Penſions, rate-tithes, and poꝛtions of tithes both with⸗ 
in and without your Pariſh, as belong thereunto ? And is a Copy 
thereof delivered in the Biſhops Regiſtry ? 

13. Is there any Alms⸗houſe, Yoſpital, oꝛ Froe-Schol(being not 
of the Kings foundation ) in rour Parich, and are they and their en- 
dowments pꝛeſerved and employed to the right uſe ? 

14. Pave any dying in yourPariſh given any legacy to the Church, 
o2 Po, which hath been miſemployed and diſpoſcd of to other uſes ? 

15. Are there any Wills oꝛ Teſtaments of perſons dead in pour 
Pariſh that are vet unp2oved, oꝛ any gods Adminiffred without a 
due grant from the Oꝛdinary? 

1 
Concerning Miniſters. 
I, Ave pou a ſetled Biniſter in your Pariſh ? If not, how long 
: have you been deſtitute > What is the living yearly wozth, 
and 


Articles. 
and who is the Patron thereof? By whom are the fruits received 
and how are they diſpoſed of ? If vou have a Pinilter lately ſetled, 
out of what Dioceſs, and from what place came he? 

2, Jg your Piniſter ( ſofar as pou know 02 believe) in holy © 2- 
ders acco2ding to the Laws of the Church of Englaud ? 

3. Doth he diligently attend upon his Piniſtry, in reading the 
Leſſons and Pꝛapers, Pꝛeac hing the Wozd, Adminiflring the Sa⸗ 
craments, Catet hing the Pouth, viliting the ſick, and in all other 
the offices of his Miniſterial Function, in ſuch manner and foꝛm ag 
is directed by the Bok of Common Pꝛaper lately cſtabliſhed, and 
the Ac of Unifoꝛmity therewith publiſhed ? And doth he in the read⸗ 
ing oz celebating every office in your Church oꝛ Chappel wear the 
Surplice ? 

4. Doth he give notice of the Polidayes, and of the Ember werks, 
that the people may be minded to p2ay fo2 ſuch as are to be — 
talled to the wozk of the iniſtry ? As alſo of the yearly Perambula- 
tion in Rogation week fo2 pꝛeſerving the bounds of the Pariſh, and 
fo deſiring Gods blefſing upon the fruits of the Earth? Doch he alſo 
obſerve the fifth of November, the thirtieth of January, and the 
twenty ninth of May, acco2ding to the Statutes and Oꝛ ders ſet forth 
in that behalf? 

5. Is his Doarine (ſo far as you can judge) agreable to the 
Moꝛd of God, and the 39. Articles agreed upon, and publiſhed Anno 
Dom. 1562. 

6. Math he at any time, that you know of, publickly oꝛ otherwiſe . 
ſpoken againſt the Oꝛder and Government of the Church of England 
az is now by Law eſtabliſhed ? 

7. Doth he adminiſter the Sacraments in pꝛivate houſes other⸗ 
wiſe than is by Law allowed? 

8. Doth he every year publiſh in pour Church 02 Chappel, the 
Statute againſt p2ofane ſwearing, and curſing, acco2ding as it is 
thereby enacted ? 21 Jac. cap. 20. 

9. Doth he permit any ſtrange Miniſtcr to pꝛeach in your Church 
o2 Chappel, who is not ſuff.ciently authozized thereunto ? 

10, Doth be ſerve moꝛe than one Church oꝛ Chappel in diſting 
Pariſhes upon one bay ? If ſo, how far diſtant are thoſe Churches 
o2 Chappels which he ſo ſerveth, and what wages and ſalary hath 
Le foz his pains ? 


11, Js your Miniſter a man of godly, ſober, and peaceable ow 
veria- 


Articles, 


verſation ? Oꝛ on the contrary, is he a frequenter of Taverns oꝛ 
Alehouſes, 02 doth he board therein ? As he a comnion Gameſter ? 
A pꝛophane Sweater, an obſcene Jeſter, oꝛ an intemperate Dꝛinker? 
s he vehemently ſuſpeced of incontinency? Js he a fomenter of ſuits 
and contention among neighbours? Doth he give himſclf to any baſe 
02 ſervile labour, oz ſecular Trade, unbefttting the duty and dignity 
of his office ? Js his apparel grave and decent both foꝛ faſhion and 
colour, as the Canons of the Church require? Oꝛ is his carriage and 
converſation in any kind diſoꝛderlp, ſtandalous oꝛ unbeſeming a Pi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chꝛiſt? 
Til. 11k 
(oncerning Pariſhioners, ' 

6. O any of yourPariſh make pꝛoteſſion of any other Religion, 

than what is pzofefſedamd eſfabliſhed in the Church of En- 
gland? Do any repꝛoach the ſame Religion, oꝛ ſeduce others from it, 
02 endeavour to alicnate the hearts of the People from their Loyalty 
and obedience to the Bing? Oꝛ are there any Conventicles oꝛ Reli- 
gious Peetings fo: people of ſeveral Families held in your Pariſh 
contrary to the Laws in that taſe pzovided? And who are the perſons 
that go to thoſe BeÞrings ? | 

2, Do any abſcnt themſclves from the publick aCemblics « Servi- 
tes of the Church? oz not come in due time as well to Service as Ser- 
mons 3 02 not behave themſelves when thep are there with ſuch Ke⸗ 
verence,o2der decency t attention, as is required z02 depart thence,be- 
foze the Service and Sermon be ended and the bleſſing p2onounced ? 

3. Do any rcfuſe to ſend their Jnfant-childzen to be baptized in 
vour Church oꝛ Chappel, unleſs in caſe of extream danger ? oꝛ are 
any Childzen kept unbaptized longer than is allowed ? oz are there 
any maꝛe aged perſons yet unbaptized? oꝛ are any Childꝛen not Com- 
municants admitted to be Ood-fathers 02 God-mothers in Baptiſm ? 

4. Do the Youſe-holders of pour Pariſh take care to fend their 
Childꝛen # Servants to your Church oꝛ Chappel there to be inſtru⸗ 
ced in the Church Catech iſm, that ſo they may be bꝛought to under- 
ſtand aud take upon them their Baptiſmal covenant, and be confirm- 
ed and admitted Communicants ? 

5. Do all Communicants of your Pariſh, upon timely notice given 
by the Piniſter thꝛ te at the leaſt everyPear(once whereof at Eaſter) 
knerling in that miek and reverend manner which is required, — 

| ta 
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take of the Sacrament of the Lozds Supper ? and do ſuch ſignifle 
their names and purpoſe to tommunitate, unto the Biniter, at leaſt 
the day befo:e the Celebzation thercof ? 

6, Are there any living in your Pariſh, whahave been gparricd 
contrary to the Laws of God ? Oꝛ any who being lawfully divozced 

Parriedagain ? Oz any who being lawfully arried and not 

— 02 divozced by due courſe of Law, do not cohabit together? 

7. Pave any been clancularly Parried in p2ivate houſes, oz in 
the Church without licenſe, the Banes not being th:ice publiſhed, 
v2 by Licenſe, oz without, neither of the Perſons ſo Parried dwcl- 
ling at that time inyour Town ? ; 
8. Do any Parried Women in your Pariſh, after their delivery 
from the danger of Child-birth, refuſe in due time to make their put- 
lick thankſgiving in your Church foz ſo great amercy? oꝛto pay their 
accuſtomed duties as is required ? 

g. Are ſuch as die in the Pariſh ( who are not denied Chꝛiſtian 
Burial ) decently buried actoꝛding to the oꝛder of the Church? 

10. Do any mofane the L os Day by wo:king in their ozdinary 
callings, by tipling, gaming, oz any other unlawful exereiſes oꝛ pa⸗ 
ſtimes? 


11, Do any walk, talk, o: ſtand idle in the hurt h⸗Yard oꝛ Churth⸗ 
poꝛch during the time of Divine Service, oz Sermons ? | 

12. Js there any of your Pariſh who hath lately 02 heretofoze paid 
any ſum of money to any Eccleſiaſtical Dfficer fo: Commutation of 
Penance ? What was that ſum ? To whom was it paid? And to 
what uſe hath it been imployed ? 

13. Yave anp irreverentiy uſed pour Binilter, 02 ſpoken flander- 
ous 02 repꝛoac htul wozds againſt him to the ſcandal of his Uocation ? 
D2 interrupted him in his Adminiſtration ? 

14. Do any refuſe to pay the Rates aſſeſſed upon them, foꝛ the re- 
pair of the Church oz Chappel and the p:oviding of Boks, Utenſils, 
2 e ene 

15. t any in pour emers of Gods Polr 
Name? Any common Dzunkards 02 Swearers ? Any commonly 
known, oz ſuſpected to be guilty of Foznication, Adultery, Inceſt, oꝛ 
any other notozious Crime of Eccleſiaſtical] Cognizance; Declare 
who they are, that they may be puniſhed attoꝛding to their deſerts. 


TIT, 


Articles, 
. & © 


4 ＋ 
: e Concerning Church-wardens. 


A Re the Churghytardens of yourPariſh yearly and duly choſen? 
Pave the {02mer, and laſl Church-warvens given up their ac- 
counts to the ꝙ iniſter and Pariſhioners,and alſo delivered up to their 
Ducceſſours the moneys remaining in their hands, together with all 
things elle, belonging to your Church 02 Chappel? | 


. . 
Concerning School- Maſters. 


De any man kep a publick oz pzivate Sc hol in pour Pariſh» 
who is not licenſed by his Oꝛdinaryꝛ? Doth your Schol-maſter 
teach his Scholars the Catechiſm of Religion ſet fozth by Authozity® 
Doth he cauſe them upon the Loꝛds day, and Holy⸗ days to repair to 
your Church oꝛ Chappel, and ſee that they behave themſelves there 
quietly and reverently during the time df Divine Service, and Ser- 
mon ? And doth every woman that kerpeth a Schol in your Pariſh 
do the like? | 
TIT VI: 
Concerning Pariſh-(lerks. 


HE you a Pariſh-Clerk, choſen by your Piniſter of twenty 
years of age at leaſt? Js he of ability to his duty, and 
doth he perfoꝛm the ſame in all reſpeds as is required of him? Are his 
— wages duly paid unto him, oz do any withhold the ſame 


F you know any other default or crime of Eccleſiaſtical Cagnizance yot expreſt in theſe 
Articles, you are likewiſe to preſent 2 — therein to. take the aſſiſtance of 
you? Miniſter ; and you are to hnow-aſſwedly, that as the true diſcharging of your Office 
1 the chief means whereby public Diſorders, Sins, and Offences in your Pariſh may be re- 
formed and Puniſhed, ſo if you wilſully rtfuſe to preſent ſuch Crimes and Faulti, as either 
you bnow to -have been committed or otherwiſe have heard of by publick fame, that in ſuch 
caſes you are to be proceeded againſt in this Court as in caſes wilfuf Omiſſion: and Fer- 
35 ; 
/ "he Miniſter of every Pariſh may jeyn in Preſent ment with t he Church-wardens and 


Sidi men : and if they will not prgent web enormities as require Reformation, the Minis 


fler himſelf ( being the Perſon that ſbould have the chief care for the ſuppreſſing o Sin and 
Inpiety in the Pariſh ) may preſent the ſame. 


